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GOVERNOR SIGNS LEGISLATION CREATING MISSISSIPPI
JOBS Governor Ronnie Musgrove signed Senate Bill 2886 Thursday on

the deck of the Aegis-guided missile destroyer, Pinckney, which is under
construction at Ingalls Operations, part of Northrop Grumman Corporation's
Ship Systems sector. SB 2886 commits $48 million to support Northrop
Grumman's expansion of the state-owned Ingalls Shipyard in Pascagoula.

Northrop Grumman Ship Systems is Mississippi's largest private employer
with more than 11,000 workers in Pascagoula and Gulfport. The company
has an annual payroll of more than $430 million and an annual economic
impact of more than $2 billion to the state.

As many as 2,000 new jobs are expected to be created by the expansion. The
company has an annual payroll of more than $430 million and an annual
impact of more than $2 billion on the state, an impact that is expected to
grow $3.5 billion by 2006.

"Today is a significant day for the State of Mississippi, significant in the fact
that we are once again demonstrating our commitment to realizing the
promise and potential of our state and our people," Musgrove said. "We are
doing so through our partnership with Northrop Grumman in a joint effort
to improve the shipbuilding facilities that produce ships like this one we're
on today."

E.O.H. ENERGY LLC SELECTS GREENVILLE LOCATION
Developing a homegrown industry has become a reality for two local

Greenvillians.  Following months of planning, engineering, and site work,
Wynn Sanders, President of E.O.H. Energy LLC. announced that the
company has selected a site on the outskirts of Greenville to develop an
ethanol processing facility.  The site will be located adjacent to Gerald Andrus
Power Plant and the Greenville Port Terminal.  When completed, the total
development cost will be approximately $58,000,000.  This will represent the
third largest single industrial investment ever made in the county.

Sanders formed E.O.H. Energy Corporation in 2002 for the sole purpose of
developing a corn to ethanol plant.  He recognized the long held belief that
to create a sustainable economic base for the area, we must process our own
resources and develop the value added dollars in order to have a stronger
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economy, one less immune to outside influence.  As a limited partnership,
and to retain as much generated economic impact as possible, ownership of
the plant will ultimately involve many in the area, including local farmers
and other interested community participants.  

Project Developers, Wynn Sanders, President and CEO along with Bill
Boykin, Chief Financial Officer, have many years of local business
experience.  Both were born in Greenville and have extensive family ties to
the community and agricultural interest in the area.  

Early research indicated that Greenville, Washington County was one of the
most advantageous locations in the country in terms of location incentives,
including access to corn, water transportation, rail, public utilities, power,
manpower, support services, and strong community support.  According to
Sanders, Greenville had the best in every category.

When complete, 35 to 40 new jobs will be created.  Because of the high-tech
nature of the manufacturing process, these jobs will become some of the
better paying jobs in the area.  The indirect economic impact for area
farmers should also be very significant, while increasing corn production.

Al Brock, President of the Industrial Foundation of Washington County
added, “The economic impact of processing a locally grown crop and the
fact that it is being developed by local people is a testimony to the
opportunity available to the Delta. The significance of reducing this
country’s dependance on foreign oil cannot be overlooked.  We are certainly
pleased with the company’s decision to locate in Washington County.”

NISSAN SPECIAL PUBLICATION IN WORKS The Mississippi
Business Journal, in conjunction with the Mississippi Manufacturers

Association, the Mississippi Development Authority, the Mississippi
Economic Council and the Mississippi Economic Development Council, is
currently putting together a special publication celebrating the upcoming
opening of the Nissan automotive assembly plant in Canton. "Nissan +
Mississippi" will be included in the May 19th edition of the MBJ and will
give information on the project's origin and development, the contractors and
vendors, the plant's economic impact on Mississippi and more. For
advertising information, call Robbie Bell, MBJ special projects director, at
(601) 364-1013, or e-mail her at rlbell@msbusiness.com.
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APPLICATIONS AVAILABLE FOR SMALL MUNICIPALITY AND
LIMITED POPULATION COUNTY GRANT PROGRAM

Governor Ronnie Musgrove recently signed legislation authorizing
$10,000,000 in State General Obligation Bonds to provide funding for the
Small Municipality and Limited Population County Grant Program. The
Mississippi Development Authority (MDA) has revised it guidelines and
application forms as of April 1, 2003. The new forms are to be used for all
grant applications. The updated guidelines and application form are available
under the Advantage Mississippi heading on the MDA website at
www.mississippi.org.

One copy of the application should be submitted by July 1, 2003 to:

Mississippi Development Authority
Financial Resources Division
Attention: Steve Massey
501 North West Street, 6th Floor
Jackson, Mississippi 39201
or
PO Box 849
Jackson, Mississippi 39205

No applications will be accepted after 4:00 p.m. on July 1, 2003. Grants will
be awarded by August 15, 2003. For more information, contact Steve Massey
or Dusty Hinton at 601.359.3552.

MDA'S ENERGY DIVISION BECOMES ENERGY STAR
PARTNER The Mississippi Development Authority's Energy Division

is now an official ENERGY STAR Partner. A partnership agreement was
signed and finalized this February by Kenneth Calvin, Division Director,
Energy Division, and Mark Ginsberg, Deputy Assistant Secretary of the
Office of Building Technology, State and Community Programs U. S.
Department of Energy and Kathleen Hogan, Director of Climate Protection
Partnerships Division, U. S. Environmental Protection Agency.

By joining ENERGY STAR as a regional program implementer, MDA will
gain numerous benefits, including:

Gain the status of an ENERGY STAR partner and environmental
corporate steward.

Access to the ENERGY STAR name and distinctive logo for use in
educational materials and advertisements, which is recognized by one out
of three Americans and research suggests that Americans look for labels
when selecting products and services.
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Employ a full range of program support services and materials from an
ENERGY STAR account manager, including marketing materials, up-to-
date energy efficiency information, technical tools, sales training materials,
market data, and coordination of local, regional and national promotions.

Establish a connection to ENERGY STAR host Web site by including
appropriate ENERGY STAR language on company Web site.

Leverage ENERGY STAR's resources to use in promotional and
educational campaigns to increase consumer awareness about
ENERGY STAR.

For more informtion about ENERGY STAR, please contact Janis Hill with
MDA's Energy Division at 601.359.6600.

EIGHTEENTH ANNUAL OLD TIME FESTIVAL TO BE HELD IN
HATTIESBURG The Area Development Partnership (ADP) will

present the 18th Annual Old Time Festival in Downtown Hattiesburg on
Saturday, April 26, 2003.  More than 50,000 people are expected to head
downtown to visit nearly 400 vendors and exhibitors from the Southeast and
enjoy live entertainment, an 1,800 pound crawfish boil and numerous
sanctioned events.

Festival crowds will be entertained by live music on the Pine Belt Stage
featuring the diverse talents of national recording artists, The Crabb Family.
This chart-topping six-piece gospel band is sure to delight Old Time Festival
crowds.   The Crabb Family also brings to the stage soloist Mike Bowling.

The show, which will feature a multi-media presentation, will start at 10:30
a.m. on the Pine Belt Stage located on North Main Street with opening act
New Live Quartet.  The Crabb Family and Mike Bowling will perform at
12:30 p.m. The Hub City Stage, located at Trustmark Bank, will feature
various local musical acts throughout the day. 

Old Time Festival also offers several special attractions.  Members of the
Pine Belt Antique Engine and Tractor Association will display and
demonstrate items from the early 1900's to the 1950's at The Antique Engine
and Tractor Show. Animal lovers are encouraged to bring their furry or
feathered friends to the Southern Pines Animal Shelter Annual Pet Walk. 
Runners and walkers are encouraged to participate in the Institute for
Wellness and Sports Medicine 17th Annual 5K Run/1 Mile Fun Run-Walk,
which begins at 7:00 a.m. Call 601.268.5010 for details. Festival participants
can also enjoy Trinity Episcopal Church's 11th Annual Crawfish Boil, which
begins at 10:30 a.m. at the J. Ed. Turner Building on Front Street.
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For more information on Old Time Festival, contact the Area Development
Partnership at 601.296.7500 or online at www.theADP.com.

DANCING RABBIT GOLF CLUB COURSE NAMED ONE OF
"AMERICA'S 100 GREATEST PUBLIC COURSES" BY GOLF

DIGEST MAGAZINE The Mississippi Development Authority (MDA)
Division of Tourism recently announced that Dancing Rabbit Golf Club's
"The Azaleas" course in Choctaw has been singled out for distinction by
Golf Digest in the magazine's just-released "America's 100 Greatest Public
Courses" 2003-04 rankings.

Ranked No. 80 out of thousands of U.S. public courses, The Azaleas unfolds
over gently rolling terrain and boasts meandering paths, plush fairways,
numerous streams and water features, old-growth forests, and an abundance
of the brilliant and beautiful flowers that are its namesake.

Established in 1966, Golf Digest's survey of "America's 100 Greatest" is
based on extensive play and scrutiny of thousands of courses over the past
two years. This is the 20th edition of the rankings, which honor America's
finest golf course architecture. Criteria considered in the ranking process
include shot values, resistance to scoring, design variety, memorability,
aesthetics, conditioning, ambiance, and walkability.

"Dancing Rabbit is an outstanding golf club and one of the reasons
Mississippi was nominated last year as the 'Best Emerging Golf Destination'
by the International Association of Golf Tour Operators - the only U.S.
destination so honored," says Robert J. Rohrlack, Jr., Executive Director of
the Mississippi Development Authority.

The Azaleas is the creation of internationally renowned golf course designer
Tom Fazio and Jerry Pate, an eight-time winner on the PGA TOUR,
including the U.S. Open. Opened in 1997, The Azaleas boasts immaculately
manicured Mississippi Choice Bermuda tees, Tifway II Bermuda fairways
and A4 Bentgrass greens complete with a state-of-the-art Sub Air system for
temperature regulation.

For more information or to schedule a visit to Mississippi and Dancing
Rabbit, call toll-free to 866.801.8551 or go to the Mississippi Development
Authority, Tourism Division's website -  www.visitmississippi.org - to receive
a free Golf Travel Guide and suggested play-and-stay itineraries.
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FIRST ENERGY COORDINATOR'S CONFERENCE TO BE HELD
IN PHILADELPHIA On April 16-18, 2003, the Mississippi Energy

Coordinator's Association will host their first annual conference at the Silver
Star Resort and Casino in Philadelphia, Miss.  This event will be the premier
conference for the association, recently formed to promote energy efficiency,
energy conservation and energy security throughout the state. 

Energy management has been an important tool to help organizations meet
many critical goals for their short-term survival and long-term successes. The
primary objective of the conference is to provide energy management
specialists and energy coordinators with information to maximize profits and
minimize costs in their organizations and communities.

This conference is being funded by the Mississippi Development Authority's
(MDA) Energy Division utilizing the U.S. Department of Energy's State
Energy Plan.

Attendance is open to anyone involved in energy management or those who
are energy coordinators in the public or private sector.

The deadline for registration is Wednesday, April 9, 2003.  For more
information, contact Betty Norman with MDA's Energy Division at
601.359.6600 or bnorman@mississippi.org.
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